MOST physicians, surgeons, and pediatricians have encountered cases of hydrocephalus. They often find that while the diagnosis may present little difficulty, current text-books and even articles in special journals afford little assistance. These are confused by unsatisfactory discussions of the possible atiology and the probable location of the lesion. In consequence, treatment and prognosis have often been inadequate and unsatisfactory. Pathologists have sometimes congratulated themselves on the precision of their autopsy findings in this condition, but too often they must admit that they have failed to establish a satisfactory basis for the condition. There is no doubt that many medical text-books, which are excellent in other respects, present a discussion of hydrocephalus which is entirely out of date. Professor Dorothy Russell has made a noteworthy contribution to the pathology of the condition by a careful and systematic study of valuable and carefully selected material. She has presented her findings in a clear and lucid manner, and with sufficient attention to its clinical importance to attract the interest of all who are concerned with this problem.
The material for this book was collected by Professor Russell at the London Hospital and, during the war years, in the Nuffield Department of Surgery at the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford. It ilustrates the value of the traditional method and discipline of morbid anatomy. This implies not only a detailed autopsy and the histological study of well-chosen sections, but a careful correlation of this with the clinical record, which must include an adequate history and physical
